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closely to the cotyledons. A fe,v other yarieties sho,ving these saIne
characteristics ,vere seen in the sanle locality, and it is possible that
they luay not be true Guatenullan avocados, though in In08t respects
they appear to belong to this race.

"In fornl the fruit is long and slender, sOlnetiInes slightly curved.
and sOluetinles becoluing pyriforn1. It is luediulll sized, ,veighhig about
12 ounces. The surface is snlooth and deep green in color. The skin
is thin and surrounds deep-~Tello\v flesh of good quality, \vithout fiber
or discoloratfon. The seed is luediulll sized, and ,vhile it never rattles in
its cavity it does not fit as snugly as in nearly nll other Guatelnalull
varieties.

" .A.. forlnal description of th·s variety is as follows:
" I1-'01'n1 elongated to slender pyrifo1'll1, sOlnethnes curYed; size lllediuln,

,,'eight 12 ounces, length 5j to 6~ inches, grea test breadth 21 to 3 inches;
base narro\v, rounded, the short, stout stelu (2 to 3 inches long) in
serted obl:quely; apex quite smooth, unifornlly bright green in color,
\v:th very nUIllerous luinute yello\vish dots; skin very thin, less than one
sixteenth of an inch, but firln and tough; flesh rich yello,v near the
seed cavity, changing to light green near the skin, firnl, of fine texture,
free froln fiber, and of rieh, nutty flavor; quality very good; seed
nlediulu sized, ,ve:ghing about Ii ounces, conical to slender conical in
fornl, the cotyledons sluooth, vvith the seed coats adhering loosely."
(Pope·noe. )

45506. l\;IALPIGHIA sp. Malpighiaceffi.

"(No. 196. City of Guateluula, Guateluala. Noveillber 6, 1917.)
Cuttings of azerola, from Aluatitlall (altitude 3,900 feet). The nalne
azerola, ,vhich properly belongs to species of Urataegus, is applied, in
central Guatelllala, to a large l\lalpighia the fruits of wh:ch are not
unlike those of the Barbados cherry (illa-lpighia eduUs). I have seen
the plant only in a fe,v places; it is rnost abundant at Alnatitlnn, ,,,here
it is seen in a large proportion of the ganlens and dooryards.

"'rIds spec'es is nluch larger than ill. eduli8, often becolning a slllall
bushy lTE'e 20 feet 'n heig'ht, but InOl'e cOllllnonly seen as a large shrub,
spreading in hahit, ,vith a dense cro,vn. \Vhen young, the l(~aves are
cOYE\l'ed \vitll a thick \yhHish tOlnentull1; \vhen l11ature, they are 111enl
branaceous, elliptic-acurninate in fornI, about 4 inches long, cuneate at
the base, br:ght green and glabrons above, heavily pubescent \vith the
venat~on pronlinent belo,v. The tlow"ers are produced in Slllall axillary
clnsters. Individually, they are scarcely an inch broad, ,vith cla\ved
crapelike petals of lilac-pink color. The fruits, which ripen Iuainly dur
ing .A.ngust and Septelnber, are the size of a large cherry, hut flattened
and sonletilnes pointed to,vard the apex. They are bright red \vhen
fully r:pe. ,vith a tender skin and juicy, ,vhitish flesh of peculiar sub
acid flavor. The seeds, three in nUluber, are roughly ,vinged. The
character of the grovvth suggests that this plant Iuay be slightly hardy.
It has not been seen in the I(Hvlands, but is gro\vn at altitudes of 4,000
to 5,000 feet vyhel'e the cliInate is conlparatively cool, but not cold
enough to experIence severe frests. The plants produce abundantly.
\Vhile not a fruit likely to becolne of grea t ilnportance in the United
States, it possesses sufficient interest and value to Illerit a trial. The
regions in \vhich it seenlS likely to succeed are Florida, southern Texas,
and California." (Popenoe.)


